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interest and pleasure those parallel rows
have meant to me, and how I struggled into
the use of them outside of and not because
of my so-called education; and how much
they might mean to others if they had not
been so conscientiously bumped into paths
of peace.

" Nothing," said Pater, speaking of art in
one of his finest passages, " nothing which
has ever engaged the great and eager
affections of men and women can ever
wholly lose its charm." Not to the initiated,
perhaps ! But I sometimes wonder if any-
thing which has been taught with dictionary
and grammar, with parsing and construing,
with detention and imposition, can ever
wholly regain its charm. I am afraid that
we must make a clean sweep of the old
processes, if we have any intention of
interesting our youth in the beauty of
human ideas and their expression. But
while we do not care about beauty and
interest in life, while we conscientiously
believe, in spite of a cataract of helpless
facts, in the virtues of the old grammar-
grind, so long shall we remain an uncivilised
nation. Civilisation does not consist in com-
mercial prosperity, or even in a fine service